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Al-Hadith Al-Munkar (The Denied Hadith) 
Its Reality, Criteria and Value 

Dr. Nihad Abd Al-Halim ’Ubaid 

Assess. Prof, of Hadith Science , Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies , 
Kuwait University. (Formerly) Imam and Preacher in the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affair, The State of Kuwait. ( Currently ) 

According to the outweighing opinion, out of the five opinions mentioned 
by scholars, the denied Hadith is the one which is narrated by a weak narrator 
disagreeing with the trustworthy one. This opinion is the one accepted by the 
majority of scholars, by Ibn hajar, and the one adopted by later scholars. 

The practical applications indicate that this disagreement was real, not in 
theory only. 

Being Munkar (denied), does not mean it is unconditionally rejected, it 
could be accepted by some scholars who apply this term to the case of 
narrating a Hadith by one trustworthy narrator. Such a hadith is not a rejected 
Munkar if that trustworthy narrator is retentive and exact. There is a rejected 
Munkar which is narrated by one who is weak disagreeing with the 
trustworthy, or being the only one to narrate it supported by no one else. 

It has become clear that there a difference between judging a Hadith as 
being Munkar, and judging a narrator by statements such as: “his Hadith is a 
Munkar”, “he narrates Hadiths which are Munkar”, or “there is denial zj£>) (in 
his Hadiths” and the like. The former is a judgment upon the hadith, while the 
latter is an accusation against the narrator. 

Judging a Hadith to be Munkar, could be based upon the status of the 
narrator, the status of the Hadith, the disagreement or just because the 
narrator is the only one to narrate that Hadith. 

The paper clarified that Imam Ahmad uses the term Munkar in a broad 
sense which could mean singularity of a weak or trustworthy narrator, and 
even a Mawdu’ (fabricated) Hadith. 

A Hadith Munkar could be called “Hasan”(good), as did Al-Tirmidhi. I 
understand “hasan” here lexically meaning “nice in wording”, not as a Hadith 
term. 

When a hadith scholar labels a Hadith as Munkar, this could mean 
rejecting some of its narration channels, not necessarily all of them. 



9 




